
A Chronological Framework for the Public Ministry of Jesus Christ
Part 5: The Later Galilean Ministry



Introduction

In my 1909 edition of Dr. James 
Stalker’s “miniature masterpiece,” 
The Life of Jesus Christ, I discovered 
a beautiful and succinct summary of 
Jesus’ entire Galilean ministry –
Early, Middle, and Late. The 
following three slides are taken 
from Stalker’s book and will provide 
you with one of the clearest 
commentaries ever written on this 
period in Jesus’ life.

The Sea of Galilee
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Early & Middle Galilean Ministry: Summary

“For a whole year Jesus pursued His work in Galilee with incessant 
energy, moving among the pitiable crowds that solicited His miraculous 
help and seizing every opportunity of pouring His words of grace and 
truth into the ears of the multitude or of the solitary anxious inquirer. 
In hundreds of homes, to whose inmates He had restored health and 
joy, His name must have become a household word; in thousands of 
minds, whose depths His preaching had stirred, He must have been 
cherished with gratitude and love. Wider and wider rang the echoes of 
His fame. For a time it seemed as if all Galilee were to become His 
disciples, and as if the movement so set agoing [put in motion] might 
easily roll southward, overbearing all opposition, and enveloping the
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Early & Middle Galilean Ministry: Summary

whole land in an enthusiasm of love for the Healer and of obedience to 
the Teacher. But the twelve months had scarcely passed when it 
became sadly evident that this was not to be. The Galilean mind turned 
out to be stony ground, where the seed of the kingdom rushed quickly 
up, but just as quickly withered away. The change was sudden and 
complete, and at once altered all the features of the life of Jesus. He 
lingered in Galilee six months longer; but these months were very 
unlike the first twelve. The voices that rose around Him were no longer 
the ringing shouts of gratitude and applause, but voices of opposition, 
bitter and blasphemous. He was no longer to be seen moving from one 
populous place to another in the heart of the country welcomed
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Early & Middle Galilean Ministry: Summary

everywhere by those who waited to experience or to see His miracles, 
and followed by thousands eager not to lose a word of His discourses. 
He was a fugitive, seeking the most distant and outlandish places, and 
accompanied only by a handful of followers. At the end of six months’ 
end He left Galilee forever, but not, as might at one time have been 
anticipated, borne aloft on a wave of public acknowledgment, to make 
an easy conquest of the hearts of the southern part of the country, and 
take victorious possession of a Jerusalem unable to resist the 
unanimous voice of the people….In the capital He was to receive no 
triumph over enthusiastic hearts and minds convinced, but meet with a 
final national rejection, and be killed instead of crowned.”
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Historical Perspective

After Jesus’ Early and Middle Galilean Ministries, He began to 
experience increasing opposition and rejection. Following His sermon 
on the Bread of Life (John 6:22-59), the response of the crowd was 
anything but positive. John writes: “As a result of this many of His 
disciples withdrew, and were not walking with Him any more” (vs. 66). 
This began the period known as “Christ’s Retirement Ministry” as 
recorded in Mark 7:24-9:50. During this Later Galilean Period, “Jesus 
saw the stormy skies of opposition lowering fast” (Jensen). He 
withdrew to the Northwest, then to the Southeast, then to the 
Northeast, returning through Galilee to Capernaum before His final 
journey to Judea and Jerusalem where He would be put to death.
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Bread of Life Sermon: Fulton Sheen

• Jesus rocked all His followers.
• This was the beginning of the cold war.
• Calvary would be the physical Crucifixion; this was the social 

Crucifixion.
• He lost the masses.
• He created a schism among His disciples.
• He weakened His apostolic band. 
• His kingship would be of hearts and souls, not digestive tracts.
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A CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST
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To The Northwest

• Both Matthew and Mark report that Jesus had a major dispute over 
the tradition of the elders with the Pharisees and scribes who came 
to Capernaum from Jerusalem after the Bread of Life sermon (“For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, slanders. These are the things which defile the 
man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man” (Mt. 
15:1-20; Mk. 7:1-23).

• Both Gospel accounts report that after this event, “Jesus went away 
from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon” (Mt. 
15:21). Mark writes: “And from there He arose and went away to the 
region of Tyre” (7:24). We don’t know how long He stayed.
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In Tyre

• Jesus healed a Syrophoenician (Canaanite) woman’s daughter, who 
had an unclean spirit. The mother came out to Him and cried out, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly 
demon-possessed” (Mt. 15:22).

• Jesus: “I was only sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
• Woman: “Lord, help me!”
• Jesus: “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

dogs.”
• Woman: “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall 

from their masters’ table.”
• Jesus: “O woman, your faith is great; be it done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed at once (Mt. 15:28).
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Making Your Case Before God

“Beware of prayers which leap up like a 
grasshopper and are soon down again.”

Charles H. Spurgeon
1834-1892© 2015 by The Jackson Institute
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Believing Prayer

“Prayer is the hand of faith which 
translates promise into performance.”

Dr. Howard G. Hendricks
1924-2013© 2015 by The Jackson Institute
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To the Southeast: Decapolis

• “And again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through 
Sidon to the sea of Galilee, within the region of Decapolis” (Mk. 7:31). 
“And departing from there, Jesus went along by the sea of Galilee, 
and having gone up to the mountain, He was sitting there” (Mt. 
15:29).

• Decapolis: From deca (ten) + polis (city) = 10 cities. This was a league 
of cities in Perea which arose as Rome dominated the East “to 
promote their common interest in trade and commerce, and for 
mutual protection against the peoples surrounding them. This league 
seems to have been constituted about the time of Pompey’s 
campaign in Syria, 65 B.C.” (ISBE).
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Decapolis: Names Given by Pliny

1. Scythopolis
2. Hippos
3. Gadara (Gadarene demoniac: 

Mt. 8:28; Mk. 5:1; Lk. 8:26,37)
4. Pella
5. Philadelphia

6. Gerasa
7. Dion
8. Canatha
9. Damascus
10. Raphana
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While in Decapolis

• Multitudes came to Jesus for healing as he was sitting on a mountain 
(Mt. 15:29). “And great multitudes came to Him, bringing with them 
those who were lame, crippled, blind, dumb, and many others, and 
they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them, so that the 
multitude marveled as they saw the dumb speaking, the crippled 
restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they 
glorified the God of Israel” (Mt. 15:30-31).

• Jesus healed the deaf and dumb man (Mk. 7:32-37).
• He fed the 4,000 (Mt. 15:32-39a; Mk. 8:1-9), with 7 baskets left over.
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To Dalmanutha

• “And immediately He entered the boat with His disciples, and came to 
the district of Dalmanutha” (Mk. 8:10). “And dismissing the 
multitudes, He got into the boat, and came to the region of 
Magadan” (Mt. 15:39). “Whether Matthew’s “Magadan” was simply 
another name for the same place or the name of a nearby place is not 
known” (William Hendriksen).

• Jesus’ dispute with the Pharisees and Sadducees (Mt. 16:1).
• In the boat on the way to Bethsaida: Jesus discussed the leaven of the 

Pharisees and the leaven of Herod (Mk. 8:14-21).
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In Bethsaida

Mark offers the only account of Jesus healing a blind man in Bethsaida. 
This is his report: “And taking the blind man by the hand, He brought 
him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes, and laying His 
hands upon him, He asked him, ‘Do you see anything?’ And he looked 
up and said, ‘I see men, for I am seeing them like trees, walking about.’ 
Then again He laid hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently and was 
restored, and began to see everything clearly” (Mk. 8:22-25).
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To Caesarea Philippi: A.B. Bruce

“From the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus traveled north 
along the banks of the Upper Jordan. Mark tells us He passed Bethsaida 
Julias where He restored the eyesight of a blind man. Then, continuing 
on His journey, He arrived at a town of some importance. It was 
beautifully situated near the springs of the Jordan at the southern base 
of Mount Hermon. This was Caesarea Philippi, formerly called Paneas 
from the heathen god, Pan. He was worshiped by the Syrian Greeks in 
the limestone cavern nearby where the headwaters of the Jordan 
bubble up into the light. Its current name was given by Philip, the 
tetrarch of Trachonitis, in honor of Caesar Augustus. His own name was 
appended (Caesarea Philippi, or Philip’s Caesarea) to distinguish it from
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To Caesarea Philippi: A.B. Bruce

the other town by the same name on the Mediterranean coast 
(Caesarea Maritima, or Caesarea by the Sea). This town was proud of 
its white temple that was built by Herod the Great for the first Roman 
Emperor. Philip, Herod’s son, constructed villas and palaces in this 
territory and gave the town its new name.”
“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began 
asking His disciples, saying, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?’….He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’” (Mt. 16:13-15; 
Mk. 8:27-29; Lk. 9:18-20).
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Caesarea Philippi 

• Peter’s Confession: “Thou art the Christ” (Mk. 8:29). “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16).

• Jesus’ prophecy of His death and resurrection: “From that time Jesus 
Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and be raised up on the third day” (Mt. 16:21; cf. Mk. 8:31).

• Jesus summoned the multitude and said to them, “If anyone wishes 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; and 
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s shall save it” (Mk. 
8:35).
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To the Mountain: The Transfiguration

• “And six days later, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, 
and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves. And He was 
transfigured before them; and His garments became radiant and 
exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them” (Mk. 
9:2-3; Mt. 17:1-13; Lk. 9:28-36).

• When they came down from the mountain, Peter, James, and John 
saw a large crowd of Jesus’ disciples arguing with some scribes (Mk. 
9:14).

• The next day, Jesus came down from the mountain and healed a boy 
who was demon possessed. “Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and 
healed the boy, and gave him back to his father” (Lk. 9:42).
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Through Galilee To Capernaum

• “And from there they went out and began to go through Galilee, and 
He was unwilling for anyone to know about it” (Mk. 9:30; Mt. 17:22).

• Jesus spoke again about his death and resurrection. Matthew records 
that the disciples “were deeply grieved” (17:23).

• Jesus and the disciples arrived in Capernaum. 
• The temple tax was paid: coin in the mouth of the fish (Mt. 17:24-27).
• Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Stumbling blocks. The Lost 

Sheep. Ministering to a sinning Christian. The Unmerciful Slave. (Mt. 
18:1-35; Mk. 9:33-50).
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John 1:9-13

“There was the true light which, 
coming into the world, enlightens 
every man. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through Him, and 
the world did not know Him. He came 
to His own, and those who were His 
own did not receive Him. But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even 
to those who believe in His name: who 
were born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.”
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